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The Over the Hill Gang is a classic car club was established in 1973 with nine members and con-

tinues to grow as new chapters open across the count|

livan and his 1932 Ford.
Ex Naima Ford

he Over the Hill Gang has

I been one of the premier

classic car clubs in the re-

gion for decades. In 1973, nine
men who loved cars decided to

take their passion to the next level
and form the Over the Hill Gang.

“We've always been fooling
around with cars,” said Bob Sulli-
van, one of the first members.

There were nine original mem-
bers Tom Sterkel, Chuck Grand,
Steve Fairbanks, Jack Cox, Rich
Bagwell, Dick Patterson, John
Spradlin, Richard Kaplan, and Dan
Joyce. Many are still involved with
the club. Sterkel, and auto uphol-
sterer, began the club in San
Bernardino after a run to Lodi in
Northern California.

According to their website the
club name, which came from a
1969 movie, was meant to describe
the cars but now describes many of
the members as well.

Sterkel was involved with the
club until his passing in 1985 but

Sullivan believes he would be
happy with the growth of the club
and the spread of that same pas-
sion for cars.

There are currently over 238
members and chapters throughout
Southern California, Arizona, and
Texas. ’

Never exclusive, the club only
has a few rules its members have
to follow: attend two meetings,
have a running pre-1973 car, and
go on at least one run with the
club. ‘According to Jack Cox, the
relaxed approach of the club as
well as its emphasis on cars and
having a good time attract car
lovers from all around.

“We have a lot of fun” said Sul-
livan, “We go to all kinds of stuff.”

They keep one another updated
of the many car related events hap-
pening around Southern California
and beyond every weekend. Ac-
cording to Sullivan, members
often go in groups representing at
serveral events every week.

In addition to going to events
they also have been responsible for

ry. Pictured here is 35 year member Bob Sul-

some of the biggest car shows in
the Inland Empire. They began the
Route 66 Rendezvous in San
Bernardino and Run What You
Brung in Rialto.

Currently, they are heavily in-
volved in the Veteran’s Memorial
Car Show in Loma Linda. Hun-
dreds of cars are shown in the
parking lot of the Jerry L. Pettis
Memorial Hospital and they raise
hundreds of thousands of dollars
for the veterans hospital.

For more information visit their
website at
www .geocities.com/motorcity/15
02/.

This weekend they will be at the
Rockabilly Route 66 Car Show on
September 19 at Nunez Park from
9 am. to 9 p.m. All proceeds will
go towards breast cancer preven-
tion.
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The group has started and supported many local car events
such as Route 66.





Pictured above is John St. John and his T Touring

